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I  IVATH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

/  Tie  monthly  meeting  of  this  Council  was  held  at 
Ahe  Board  Room,  Ripon,  on  Thursday  morning,  when 
'Mr.  J.  Wilkinson  (chairman)  presided,  and  there 
were  also  present :  Mr.  R.  Blakeborough  (vice- 
chairman),  Messrs.  J.  Hargrave,  J.  H.  Houslay,  E. 
A.  Man gin,  R.  Walburn,  and  J.  Weatherill,  together 
with  Dr.  Collier  (medical  offioer  of  health),  and  Mr. 
R.  R.  Wright  (assistant  surveyor). 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and 
confirmed. 

Dishforth  Road. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  W.  C.  P.  Snowden, 
Riseley  Hall,  stating  that  he  had  seen  the  road  at 
Dishforth,  and  although  he  did  not  consider  it  in  a 
bad  state  of  repair,  he  would  meet  the  Council  in  the 
matter  and  have  some  metal  laid  on. 

Road  Rolling. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Walker  Stead,  oounty 
surveyor  for  the  North  Riding,  enclosing  circular 
referring  to  the  conditions  which  the  Works,  High¬ 
ways,  and  Bridges  Committee  contemplated  adopting 
for  grants  in  aid  of  steam  road  rolling. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hargrave  the  letter  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  s  Report. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
was  read  as  follows  : — 

Wath  Rural  District  Council. 

Registration  Sub- Districts. 

Population.  Area  in  acres. 

Wath  .  853  ...  6,921 

Dishforth...  ...  1,481  ...  10,076 

2,334  16,997 

Gentlemen, — 1  beg  to  present  my  report  for  the 
year  1898,  as  Medical  Officer  s!  Health  for  the  Wath 
Rural  District.  j 

Annexed  hereto  are  statistical  returns  of  births 
and  deaths  in  each  division  of  the  district,  at  what 
ages  the  deaths  have  occurred,  -and  if  from  zymotic 
disease  the  character  of  such  disease.  _  j 

A  summary  of  these  returns  shows  the  following 
facts,  namely,  that  53  births  have  been  registered,  j 
namely,  23  males  and  30  females  (two  being  illegiti¬ 
mate).  That  20  deaths  have  occurred  (12  males  and 
17  females),  being  at  the  rate  of  12'4  per  1,000  per  j 
annum,  as  against  15‘8  last  year. 

In  Wath  sub-district  the  deaths  were  13,  being  at 
the  rate  of  15‘2  per  1,000  per  annum. 

In  Dishforth  sub-district  16  deaths,  being  at  the 
rate  of  10-8  per  1,000  per  annum.  Five  deaths  have  , 
occurred  in  infants  under  one  year,  giving  17’2  per 
cent,  of  the  deaths,  and  at  the  rate  of  21  per  1,000  per 
annum ;  and  13  deaths  were  persons  of  the  age  of  65 
and  upwards,  being  at  the  rate  of  55  per  1,000  per 
annum, |  and  44  per  cent,  of  the  deaths.  No  death 
occurred  in  the  district  from  any  form  of  fever ;  5 
deaths  occurred  from  influenza,  2  from  phthisis,  2 
from  heart  disease,  and  1  from  injuries. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
state  in  my  annual  report  what  has  been  done  to 
carry  out  the  general  orders  of  the  Board.  In  reply 
to  orders  1  to  3.  I  have,  from  informat  on  received 
from  medical  men  and  others,  and  from  personal 
observation,  kept  myself  informed  of  the  various  dis¬ 
eases  that  have  prevailed  in  the  district.  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  2  notifications  of  typhoid  fever  at  Hutton 
Moor.  The  disease  was  imported  from  Farsi ey,  near 
Leeds.  One  of  the  cases  wa3  taken  to  the  Infectious 
Hospital  at  Ripon,  where  the  patient  died. 

There  are  very  few  houses  in  the  district  that  can 
be  condemned  on  sanitary  grounds  as  being  unfit  for 
habitation.  I  have  occasionally  found  instances,  but 
they  have  been  remedied  as  soon  as  pointed  out  to  the 
owners.  I  have  also  found  a  few  cases  of  overcrowd¬ 
ing  during  past  years.  In  the  village  of  Middleton 
Quernbow  I  found  five  cottages  in  a  bad  sanitary 
state  for  want  of  back  doors  and  proper  privy  accom¬ 
modation.  In  two  of  these  cottages  there  was  over¬ 
crowding.  Representation  was  made  to  the  owner, 
who  very  shortly  su  omitted  plans  of  proposed  alter¬ 
ations  to  this  Council,  and  which  were  approved  of. 
These  alterations,  when  carried  out,  will  place  the 
cdttages  in  a  satisfactory  state.  When  inspecting 
the  drainage  of  Azenby  I  found  the  old  condition  of 
things  before  complained  of  still  existing.  The  drain 
!  close  to  the  village  is  not  covered  over,  consequently, 
the  sewage  accumulates  in  Mr.  Parker’s  orchard. 
This  is  a  nuisance,  and  easily  might  become  a 
dangerous  one.  There  are  also  three  or  four  cottages 
at  the  east  end  of  the  village  that  drain  into  an  open 
gutter ;  a  ehort  length  of  piping  would  connect  it 
with  the  main  drain.  The  Council  have  ordered  this 
work  tp  be  carried  out.  At  Melmerby  there  was  a 
nuisance  from  the  solid  matter  taken  out  of  the  tanks; 
this  I  recommended  to  be  carted  away  immediately 
after  the  emptying.  At  Wath  attention  has  also  been 
paid  to  the  sewerage  purification  beds,  which  had  got 
out  of  order. 

The  Local  Government  Board  requests  me  to  give 
an  account  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  district, 
and  more  especially  of  the  populous  localities.  There 
are  no  populous  localities  in  this  district. 

I  have  at  different  times  during  .  the  year 
visited  the  villages  and  made  inquiries  and  inspec- 
\ifc-  -it  of  the  houses  and  premises.  The  principal  vil¬ 
lages  ate  well  drained. 

Three  of  the  villages,  Raintbn,  Melmerby,  and  Hut¬ 
ton  Conyers,  are  supplied  with  water  direct  from 
springs  laid  in  pipes,  the  remainder  of  the  villages  are 
supplied  by  pumps.  During  the  past  summer 
and  autumn  there  was  an  unusual  long  drought, 
which  affected  the  water  supply  in  the  district  to  a 
serious  extent.  More  especially  was  this  the  case  at  the 
village  of  Hutton  Conyers, where  there  was  a  scarcity 
for  some  time  ;  this  has  now  been  effectively  remedied 
by  erecting  a  windmill  to  aid  the  hydraulic  ram  in  pum¬ 
ping.  At  Melmerby  also  there  was  a  scarceness  in  the 
wa  ter  supply  A  similar  scheme  to  the  Hutton  Con¬ 
yers  oue  to  increase  the  supply  is  now  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Council.  The  removal  by  the 
owners  and  occupiers  of  excrement  and  refuse  in  the 
district  during  the  past  year  has  been  fairly  satis¬ 
factory  ;  but  there  are  several  instances  where  the 
earlier  and  moro  frequent  removal  of  filth  and  the 
cleansing  of  ashpits  when  near  to  dwelling-houses 
would  be  ar.  advantage. 

As  to  Order  4  and  5.  I  attend  all  meetings  of  the 
Sanitary  Authority,  and  give  my  advice  when  re¬ 
quested  on  sanitary  matters. 

As  to  Orders  6  to  10.  If  any  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  break  out  I  immediately  visit  the  locality. 
There  has  been  no  case  of  diseased  meat  or  food.  No 
offensive  trades  are  carried  on  in  the  district. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  death  rate  is  a  very  low  one. 
Excepting  for  two  cases  of  typhoid  (imported)  and  for 
an  epidemic  of  influenza  the  district  has  been  quite 
free  from  diseases  of  an  infectious  character.  With  a 
death  rate  of  12*4  per  1,0  0  per  annum,  and  as  many 
as  44  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  are  of  people  of  65  years 
of  age  and  upwards,  little  further  need  be  said  about 
the  health  of  the  district.  I  have  sent  copies  of  thi3 
report  to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  North 
Riding  County  Council. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  j 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Collier, 

Medical  Offioer  of  Health. 
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trick  of  the  scene-shifters  effectually  put  an  an! 
that  part  of  the  play.  The  curtain  was  rung  dc^ 
amid  the  bravos  of  the  audience,  the  wrath  of  i 
manager,  and  the  violent  ruge  of  the  unpopul 
actor  who  had  been  duped. 

MET  THEIR  MATCH. 

A  little  while  ago  the  minister  of  a  certain  churc 
in  Scotland  came  to  the  conclusion  that  one  of  hi 
flock,  a  shrewd  old  lady,  had  not  been  present  a 
Divine  service  so  frequently  as  was  tieceesary  ft 
her  spiritual  welfare. 

So  he  called  for  two  of  his  elders,  and  sallit 
forth  to  interview  the  delinquent  on  the  subject' 

The  astute  personage,  having  been  forewarm 
of  the  intended  visit,  prepared  a  sumptuous  r 
past,  consisting  of  the  finest  of  haddocks  and  tl 
lightest  of  scones,  sufficient  in  quantity  to  mal 
a  good  meal  for  a  dozen  ordinary  persons. 

Bub  the  minister  and  the  two  deacons  were  n 
ordinary  persons —  at  least,  in  the  matter  of  app 
bite;  and  therefore,  when  they  arose  from  tl 
feast),  there  was  nothing  loft  but  the  bones  of  tl 
haddocks.  Then,  with  much  unction,  the  minis! 
proceeded  to  interrogate  his  hostess  as  to  lu| 
absence  from  kirk. 

“  ’Deed,”  she  indignantly  replied,  “  I  was  thet 
last  Sabbath.” 

i  “  Then  what  wras  the  toxb,  Elizabeth  ?” 

“  I  ken  ’twas  aboob  the  loaves  and  fishes.  Th<^ 
took  up  of  the  fragments  that  remained  twelv 
basketful.  Was’na  that  it  ?  ” 

“  01),  quite  right,  Elizabeth.  And  have  yo 
boon  thinking  about  it  since  !  ” 

“’Deed,  I  thocht  just  now  that  if  ye  and  tl 
elders  had  been  D>ere,  the  disciples  would') 
have  taken  up  one  basketful,  much  less  twelve  ! 
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SCOT  V.  SCOT. 

From  Chicago  comes  a  delightful  little  tale, 
the  closing  days  of  the  world’s  Fair  a  weary  worn; 
went  into  the  British  section,  and  sitting  dov 
upon  a  handsome  sofa,  first  rested  against  t 
cushions,  then  burned  and  put  her  feet  up  to  seen 
a  recumbent  poslme. 

Noticing  this,  a  Scotswoman,  who  was  in  char 
of  the  exhibit  approached  and  objected. 

“  But  I  a  in  tired,”  said  the  other  woman,  “  ai 
1  wish  to  rest.” 

“  It’s  against  the  rules,”  replied  the  manngerei 
“  that  these  couches  should  be  used  to  lie  upo 
I  will  bring  you  more  cushions,  and  make  you 
comfortable  as  possible,  but  you  cannot  lie  do’ 
here.” 

“  Why,  1  am  from  England.  This  place 
created  just)  for  us,  ami  why  shouldn’t  we  be  co 
for  table  ?  ” 

“lean’ll  argue  that  with  you;  I  am  here 
enforce  the  rules,  and  must  obey  my  instruction 

The  oilier  woman  continued  to  protest,  growi 
more  offensive  as  she  was  mot.  with  continued  fn 
though  civil,  resistance,  and  at  last  she  phq 
what,  she  considered  her  trump  card. 

“  Madam,”  she  exclaimed,  drawing  herself  i 
“  it,  is  time  that  I  let  you  know  who  1  am  ;  1  ai 
second  cousin  of  the  Duke  of  Argyll. 

The  Scotswoman’s  eyes  gleamed. 

“That  settles  it,”  she  replied  instantly  f 
decisively.  “  I  am  a  Graham  of  Claverhouse,  <’ 
between  your  family  and  mine  is  a  feud  of 
years’  standing.  No  Argyll  trespasses  here  wl 
a  Graham  is  in  charge.”  And  no  Argyll  did. 
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CORNISH  THRIFT. 

Richard  Tangye,  the  greab  engineer  in  his  ar 
biography  gives  some  curious  examples  of 
economy  of  the  Cornish  miners.  Compared  w 
these  thrifty  folk,  Scotch  peasants  are  extra 

gunt'. 

His  grandfather  was  a  miner,  and  when  o 
asked  what  his  daily  work  was,  replied:  “f 
hours  at  the  engine,  and  eight  at  digging, 
rent  of  the  day  1  have  to  waste.” 

Tangye  slates  that  lie  once  saw  this  same 
man  fall  into  a  fury  of  rage,  because  a  boy  wl 
he  had  hired  threw  away  a  match  after  lightin 
candle  with  it.  D’ye  waste  my  property, 
loon  ?  Then  ye  wull  never  be  worth  a  saxpetic 
your  own  !  ”  he  shrieked. 

A  careful  old  woman  lamented  a  stolen  pie 
more  than  forty  years.  The  tears  would  c 
to  her  eyes  whenever  she  talked  of  the  lost  daii 
NOISE  FROM  HUMAN  BONES. 

Among  savage  nations  it  is  often  customarj 
use  human  bones  for  the  purpose  of  making  ho 
and  a  terrible  screech  can  be  brought  out  of  tl 
awful  instruments. 

The  braves  in  many  South  American  bribe 
the  vicinity  of  the  Amazon  employ  these  peculi: 
constructed  horns  as  instruments  of  war,  play 
on  them  as  they  enter  into  conflict,  and  employ 
their  harsh,  screeching  tones  to  drown  the^rie 
the  wounded  ancLinspire  their  foes  with  terror 

The  chief  warriors  of  the  tribe  make  it  on< 
the  main  points  of  their  fighting  to  capture  or 
t,ho  chosen  chiefs  of  the  ot  her  side,  not  to  eat  tl 
or  take  their  scalps,  hut  to  make  horns  out  of  t 
bones. 

Armed  with  these  peculiar  instruments,  l 
march  a  second  time  against  the  hostile  U 
playing  the  battle  music,  which  is  to  encou 
i, heir  own  men,  on  the  bones  of  the  chiefs  of  t 
whom  they  march  to  oppose. 

A  warrior,  in  fact,  may  be  the  chosen  b 
of  a  t  ribe  one  day,  and  the  next  day  pail 
him  may  be  turned  into  an  instrument  of  ma 
music  with  which  his  brethren  are  terrified 
scared. 
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“  We  have  seen  it  mentioned  as  a  womb 
old  Puritan  writers,”  says  Spurgeon,  “ 
certain  fish  live  in  the  salt  sea,  and  yet  t 
flash  is  not  salt.  We  have  met  with  far  gre 
singularities  in  the  spiritual  world,  nan 
men  who  live  in  a  sea  of  grace,  and  yet  are 
gracious.’ 

Every  one  is  anxious  to  help  the  man 
doesn’t  need  it.  i 

A  single  seed  of  facb  will  produce 
season  or  two  a  harvesb  of  calumnies  ; 
sensible  men  will  pay  no  attention  to  the 
Fronde. 

Knowledge  will  not  be  acquired  without 
and  application.  It  is  troublesome  and 
digging  for  pure  waters  ;  but  when  once  you 
to  Uio  spring,  t  hey  rise  up  and  meet  you. — F 
At  the  house  of  the  ordinary  man  and  w 
i lie  number  of  friends  increases  with  the  inc 
l<o„  9  of  scholars  one  only  IS 


